imp., mid. Urn. Nicholas Weber 
ICC Beacon Hood 
itetliany> GT OG524 

Dear both, 

'Jo appreciate the invitation we'd love to be able to £ccepj|but for some years any 
travel lias been too dangerous for me and I'm never out of town except for being 
driven to °ohns Hopltins. liy sldLn lias become so friable from the medication that keeps 
me alovc tliat I've peeled two inches of a for earn back in ray sleep when a forarm rub- 
bed over my nose! 

But if you can make it to here the day after the lecture that would be wonderful/! 

Hot much over an hour- from the Gallery, depending on traffic. 

I hope Kathy's period in the peace, quiet and beauty in Ireland if I lemember 
correctly stimulated the muses and that he<A;riting went well and is completed. 

Vifie i 3 a different kind of\riting aiymy raise is the angle who hasn't ti re ' of 
being on my shoulder for so many years now. I'm lamenting, not bragging, when I say that 
in the oast month, with all else I've had to do, I've about 100, (XX) ofrids of a book I 
won't take tine to describe in draft, ~t is. being rushed for April publication. I should 
f rdSii the draft in t o weeks or les^, A much 1 rger one I did umlerforced draft last 
fall and winter is not being rushed, is more important, and is in the hands of the clpy 
editor. These ..ill both be historically important and extraordinarily controversial. 

KusliiirCj and good writing ai'e not a probable combination but my objective is to perfect 
the historical record to the degree I can while I can because, depressing thought, much 
knowledge if tliat t agio event that really did turn the world around will disappear 
with no. That is what has me catching up on yesterday's mail, one to go, at 2:15 a.m. 

Right now I'm nearing the end of an evisceration of a despicable J udenrat who is cur- 
rently one of the more common guests on all the talk shows for ±h his wretchedly dis- 
honest rewriting of that event as I think is unprecedent in history and in writing. 

It lias been a long time! I've just remembered tiiat you do not know of the honor we 
both enjoyed in Augu.t. I'll enclose a bit on it. We enjoyed it, more because some of 
my family wa able to get here for it along with friends from around the country. 

Please tell your mother I hope she is well and happy • 

If you can get here, if I've not told you ^from several medical problems I lead a 
conbolutooT^xeE ^lii'e that, in my exp riments in coping with it have made me more pro- 
ductive. I was wide awake tills orning at 1 :00, close to present norm. To getao some 
sleep I aim for bed at 1:00 and last night made it only a lialf-hour late. The early 
hours are b& never inter rupted and I get much work done ra .ddly. 

'i' he odd way tilings pop into ou minds when there ath so many years to remember. I 
was tin wiring ho., long it lias been since I saw you. fou then were less than 10 and-, ^rcmarkb.ilp 
bright and attractive child, albeit a bit on the quiet e with me. by eye liayencd to 



fal . on a tMck yol . o ; . ■: pencil .:itk a tMck and black lead that I use for labelling 

Tile folders. It is one left over front ky 033 days, and tlicn I remembered that X took 

o 

you a selection of different coirs of paper- 1 , rapped ones for your drawing of that 

n 1 

for your ago really extraordindy family |tou used, to sketch single-sheet cartoons on. 
ith the notice of hick's lecture on ny dc3lc tint took me back in a different way. For 

4 

u brief period of time,*uch of us getting there separately, SMncy and I were in the 
sane otraivge, oatcball 033 component, "Presentation." It had Wo parts, artists and 
writers, v.1 also did some investigatin', and trouble shooting.) Eiro Saarinen and Henry 
Eoerner were among the artists. I was quite foil:'', of Henry and an admirer of the skill 
with w'.dch lie used Ms art for th$>30 special wartime purposes. Last X h<*< rd of him was 
when I was still reading -THiE arid ho did some covers for it. 

'i'hauks for the invito, I hope you can malco it up d^jrtimo, and love to you all, 



/ 



